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T0 THE GENERAL SYNCD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA:-

Trustees of Hope College, Holland, Mich., herewith
cffer uchI report for the year 1930-1931.

HOPE COLLE has just completed the sixty-ninth vear of its work
a8 a college. The first Freshman Class entered in September, 18623.
The first €enior (lass was graduated in 1886 with eight members. The
Clagss of 1931 numbers one hundred.

The first four classes in residence nimbered 22 as of June, 18686.
The +~ﬁal enrollment in the College classes for the current year is
420, while the total for all departments is 568.

A dLgest pf *he financial report for the year is given herewith.
It shows receipts from all fees,--tultion, laboratory and ocilhers,—-
of $46,171.36. The total aweunt received in church centributieons,
13 ,:tly and through the various Boarde and organizations within
tae churches, together with gifts from individuals snd with bequests,
amounted to %Zb,%gb 4. Income from invested funds was $46,835.09.
“'c operating deficit for the fiscal year is $8.231.73. The Perma-
nent Fund of the College was increased by $11,603 03.

Th= economic situation of the coun*“y is having its effect upon
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the various phases of
duals have decheasec. A b;nera] 3
egencies of the Church, the Board ucation included, is naturally
reflected in the amount received b the Colllege. Joubtl ess the enroll
ment has been affected elso, but it ies impossible to ascertain whetiher
conditions of large unemployment bring an increase or a deorease in
the attendance of liberal arts *1eﬂen. It is certvain that the
student group as a whole finds i hofd to meet college bills.
The character of the intellectual work has been maintained at

the required high standing. Applicants who cannot meet the entrance
rn”nirements are nc” accepted, and failure to continue according to

the rGNUTaticnq get by the f&CUluV disguallifies a student for further

‘ nce. A church college faces a @ifficulty which public insti-
8 do not meet. A church college h&s in mind the preparation
ng msn and women for Christian service. It rsalizes that the

and religious character of ite whole denomination depends
upon these 18 to the service. It must thercfore govern all
oX its activities with a definite purpose. t hag always been the
aim of Hype Jollege to serve the Reformed Church in America in this
way and at the ﬂlwso of this current yvear the faculties and admin-
istrative groups feel that excellent results have come from following
this principle with great care, both scholarship and character being
rated high.

The usual generous proportion of the graduating class will enter

a theological seminary in the autumn. Several of the class have
already made application to one of the various missionary boards of
the Church for educational appointment. At least two will begin
professional preparation for work as medical missionaries. A large
nunber ¢f the young women will enter %teaching and their influence
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for the type of spiritual thought and living which the Reformed
Chrurch feels is of utmost importance to our individual and national
life, will be a great contribution to the welfare of their communi-
ties. In all these ways Hope College continues its work for Church
and State. It is deeply grateful to Almighty God whe provides the
means for this undertaking, and it moves forward into the coming
year with asg vital faith as in the years that have gone, assured
that what the "faith of the fathers" sought and accomplished in
their day is still the great need of the world. The generous assist-
ance of the churches of the Denomination and of men and women who
would prove faithful stewards in the work of the Lord, is necassary
to the conduct of this work; and Hope College dares to hope for this
h=alp, while it makes bold to promise the same untiring effort and
devotion.

On the 17th of June, 1930, Mr. Edward D. Dimnent, A.B., Litt.D.,
L.H.D., LL.D., tendered the Board hie resignation Ircm the presidency
¥ the College, to become effective September 1, 193C. Dr. Dimnzn®
was graduated from Hope College in 1898. Two years later, still a
very young man, he was elected Professor of the Greek lLanguage and
Literature in his Alma Mater. Thus began a conﬁ§gt40n with Hope
College which up to the time of his resignation’~&Ré-comtinued unin-
terruptedly for thirty-two years. Duvring these years he not only
sewved as member of the Faculty, but ziso as the T reasurer of the
Gollege and since 1918 as President. Dr. Dimnment had woven a record
of tireless devotion to Hope College, contributiong most generously
of time, energy and means to the upbuilding of the College. In the
future written history of ths Coliege Dr. Dimment's efforts and
directing wisdom will loom large. Since his accession.to the
presidency, the resources of the College have shown a most gratify-
ing increase, the Faculty has been much enlarged, the attendance has
shown a marked growth, and the standards and reputation of the College
have been stoutly maintained. The whole Reformed Church In America
owas Dr. Dimnent a large debt of gratitude.

It was with great reluctance that the Board of Trustees, after
repeated requests to Dr. Dimnent to withdraw his resignation, felt
obliged to accept it. TFortunately he consented to act as president
until a new preeident could begin active work, and will close hie
tresgidency July first next.

On tae 9th cf Jciteober, 1930, the Board elected to the presidency
Mr. Wynand Wichers, A.M./liich.), a graduate of Hope College of the
Clags of 19C09; from 1909 to 1913 instructor in Latin and English
in Hope College; from 1913 to 1535 Professor of History; from 1918
to 1925 Registrar; since 1935 Cashier and Executive Vice~President
of the Firct State Bank of Holland, Mich. Mr. Wichers brings to
the presidency ammle experience on the Faculty of the College,famil~-
iarity wi*th the problems of the institution, and an adequate finan-
cial experience. The Board bzlieves that it has made a wise choice
and subasits to General Synod Tnr confirmaticn the clectionm of Mr.
Wichers.



The Board regrets the loss by deathe of two Bble and valued
trustees who were appointees of the General Symod. The Hon. Gerrit
Joan Diekewa, LL. D., died at his post as United States lMinister
%o the Netkherlands, at the Hague, Dec. 30, 1930. Mr. Charles Myron
MicLean, LL.D., died at his home im Holland, Mich., April 29, 103l.
L3 members of the Board these men gave their time and efforts with-
out stint. Mr. Diekema had served the Board thirty-seven years,
curing most of that time in the capacity of Secretary. His servies
s attorney and legal adviscr for the College were invaluable and
clways at the command of the Board. Mr. McLean had served onthe
Beard since 1931 and wag at thi time of his death the Board's
ccteemed Vice-President and Acting President. He brought the ripe
idgment of an experienced educator and the financial insight of a
banker and ccummercial lkader to the meetings of the Boerd and its
Fxecutive Committee. Our denomination is deeply indebted to these
men ~cr their devoted service to the cause of Christian Education.

At this session the Ceneral Synod shouid elect three membars to
the Board of Trustees of Hope College, two to replace Mr. Dickeme and
Mr. McLean, whose unexpired terms extend to 1935; and one in ths plac
~T the Hon. Christian Jacob Den Herder of Zeeland, Mich., whose term
cxpires this year. At its April session last the Board unani-
mously resolved to present to the Syncd the name of Acting President
Dimnent, to fill the unexpired term . Minister Diekeme.

James Sterenberg, ecrctary,
the Board of Trustees of Hope Colle;
Holland, Mich.,
May 15, 1931,



DIGEST OF THE FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF HOPE COLLECE

CURRENT FUND

Receipts:

Interest 46,835.09
Tzesé Rents 46,171..36
Rante 1,23..90
Gifts and Con-
tributions 28,590.84
Sundries as008.07
135,150.42
Operating deficit 8,231.73
$133,373.14
PEPMANENT FUND
Receipts:
Investment Funds 68,430.03
Endowment Fund 11,865.03
Trust Fund L35 6L B8
Excess Cash P
Payments 14,493.65
$108,553.21

Holland, Mich,
Maren 21, 1931

Disbursements:

Salaries 85,004.03
Light, Fuel &c 4,049,746
Supplies &c 7,045,386

Plant Costs & Repairs 8,163119

Interest & Trusts 4,931 .14
Travel é&c 1,810,80
Postage and Advert'g 2337.69
Fee Refunds & Sund's 3,564,938
Contingent Fund 5,695,939
119,90 4
Reserves:
Unearned Fees 10,834,865
Acorued Int 416,37
Unneid Taxes 750.00
Rills Due & Payable 1,668.48
$1.33,273.14
Disbursements:
Investment Funds g4 ,335.15
Contingent Fund A0, 070,73
Trust Fund 2,090.68

$108,553.01




